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Introduction


There is nothing new with dogs barking. Dogs bark. It is part of their normal and natural communication and behavior. Dogs can bark for appropriate and good reasons, such as when strangers approach our house, they hear an odd noise, or they are herding sheep. Most of us want our dogs to be "watch dogs" and alert us to anything unusual.

Humanity in its ways blended with the canine family more that anything in the animal kingdom. History of the two could be traced as early as men first walked the earth. They have been each other’s constant companion. Throughout the years, men and dogs could almost be associated with everything and recently this relationship has come over to an entirely new level.

Dogs are treated more than just pets. They are treated just like family members. When we welcome them into our family, we have to see to it that we welcome them and make their 1st few days not as shocking as possible. 

Bear in mind that these are our pets. They have needs but they cannot tell us what it is as they could not speak our language. The most they could do is to bark or whimper to let us know what they feel at the moment.


Do not mistake howling and barking as sign of discontentment on their part. Perhaps there are other factors at play like the environment and other dogs. By carefully listening to every action and whimper and bark they have, it would enable us to know and understand their present situation. 


Over the years, dogs barking at our neighborhood are a constant bother to us. Thus, the need for us, pet owners to take measures, to ensure that our dog will not be as bothersome, as most other dogs are. Sometimes nuisance dogs are the cause of trouble among neighbors and some even reach the courts to settle the issue. Now that is something we don’t want happening to us. The more we try to spend time and understanding with them, the more we will be able to get their trust and obedience. 

To fully understand them, try to know as much as you can on the present situation. Expand your knowledge so as to be able to know what to do or what could be the cause on your dog’s endless barking. Remember, things happen for a reason and some things could not be answered just by guessing.


The more you learn about dogs, the better your relationship will be. As the higher species, it is our best interest that we show them that we understand them despite the language barrier. 


Read on and remember patience with your dog is always the best!

Chapter 1

My Dog Barks


Often times, we all ask why are dogs bark? We all know that dogs descend from the wolves and that being their descendants; we also know why dogs howl. But why do they bark? One answer I could give right away would be “because they can”. It’s pretty much like asking why people talk! Dog however bark more often than wolves do. Wolves are more known for their howling, the kind that gives us the creep whenever we hear one. 

Dogs bark to communicate just like us. They have this different pitches and sounds that convey different thoughts and emotions to another dog. We should not be surprised if our dogs bark but we should worry if they don’t. Barking is one way of letting us know as well of how they feel and how they think. It’s pretty much like wagging their tail when we arrive to show that they are happy.

The bark has evolved into a complicated means of communication between dogs and, potentially, between dogs and people, says a group of animal behaviorists, or ethnologists that includes Dorit Feddersen-Petersen at Christian-Albrecht’s-University in Kiel, Germany.

There are also long lists of reasons why they bark. We pet owners have indirect effect on their barking and the different nature of the barking. It has been suggested that the reason for the difference lies in the dog's domestication by humans. An increased tendency to bark could have been useful to humans in providing an early warning system. Domestication has altered the physical appearance of dogs. Individual dogs bark for a variety of reasons. They may bark to attract attention, to communicate a message, or to express excitement.

Natural catastrophe or calamities has this certain effect on animals that make them restless. Often thunderstorms and lightening make them cower due to the anxiety they feel. Even simple thud could trigger them to bark. Gunshots and fireworks make most dogs uneasy and unruly. 

Most of us tend to shout or hurt our dogs when they bark. This is a no no! They most we could do are to train them or discipline them in a firm but gentle manner. Make the experience as positive as you can. Do not over react to our dogs when they bark as this is their nature. It is natural for them to bark at things they don’t know or they think is a threat. The more we try to silence them, the more they will bark. 

Chapter 2 

My dog loves to bark 24/7


There comes a time when our dogs can’t seem to stop barking. Since barking is one of the many vocal communications for dogs, it’s understandable why they bark when they see other dogs and this also pleases us coz it alerts us when people approach or when they want something or something bad is happening.


But there as cases when their barking can be excessive. It’s very important to identify its cause and your dog’s motivation as barking serves a variety of functions before you start considering it as a barking problem. Every type of barking serves a distinct function for a dog, and when he is repeatedly rewarded for his barking, which means, if he gets what he wants-he learns to use barking to his benefit. For example, dogs who successfully bark for attention often go on to bark for other things, like food, play and walks. For this reason, it’s important to train your dog be quiet on cue so that you can stop his attention-related barking and teach him to do another behavior instead-like sit or down-to get what he wants.

Now barking that is a behavior problem may result from one of several different issues. The key is to first identify the cause of the barking and then to change your dog’s triggers. As a pet owner, you have to know or identify why your dog is barking just by its specific bark. For instance, a dog’s bark sounds different when he wants to play as compared to when he wants to come in from the yard. 

It’s crucial to determine why your dog is barking. It will take some time to teach your dog to bark less. Unfortunately, it’s just not realistic to quick fix or to expect that your dog will stop barking altogether. It’s extremely impossible that this would happen. It’s pretty much like a person. A person can’t stop talking suddenly! Not unless it’s traumatized or dead. Now we don’t want that. Our goal should be to decrease, rather than eliminate, the amount of barking. Bear in mind that some dogs are more prone to barking than others. 

Our tolerance to dog’s barking varies with each person. Some can tolerate extreme levels of barking while others cannot. Canine barking however can be a 

pollution" 
nuisance
 to neighbors, and is a common problem dog owners or their neighbors may face. Thus we have to consider out neighbors’ tolerance as well. Different kinds of barking often require different kinds of approach to reduction. 
Chapter 3

I heard some stories


Human as we are, we tend to associate animal behavior with the supernatural and create myths about them. When they howl, we immediately think that there are evil spirits around! Or the ghosts are lurking somewhere in the dark. I have done some research and came up with some interesting stories behind dog barking.
· Its The Dogs Fault That It Barks- Most dog owners just want their dogs to be quiet. They don’t care why their dogs are even barking. I can assure you that a dog barks for a reason and you better find out what that reason is. You can not stop dog barking until you find out why your dog is barking.

· My Dog Should Stop Barking Just Because I Said So- Dogs have needs. If your dog is bored it will bark. If your dog is lonely it will bark. Simply telling your dog to stop will not always work. Your dogs needs need to be met and it needs some positive/negative reinforcement. 

· It’s My Neighbors Fault My Dog Barks. Many dog owners get angry when their neighbors start complaining about their dogs barking. Often they accuse the neighbors of being the problem. The truth is that they are your dogs and it is your job to deal with the problem. If your neighbor teases your dog, then your dog should be moved to place where the neighbor can’t tease it.
· Barking Dogs Are The Best Watchdogs- This is completely untrue. The best watch dogs are dogs that bark when they have a very good reason too. The dog that barks all the time is the dog that most people try to ignore. A good watchdog is always selective as to when it will bark.

· My Dog Never Barks When I’m Around- Many dogs do the most barking when they are alone. This is why your neighbor is complaining that your dog barks all day long. You may want to seriously consider that your dog is doing lots of barking when you are not home.

· Its Normal For A Dog To Bark- All animals make some noise and have some form of communication. That is the normal part. The not so normal part is when a dog barks constantly. There is a reason for that constant barking. Address that reason.

· My Dog Can Not Be Trained To Stop Barking. Some owners feel that it simple isn’t possible to train their dog to stop barking. This is not true. With time and persistence the vast majority of dogs can be trained.

Chapter 4
I don’t want my dog getting hurt


We cannot deny the fact that excessive barking can be troublesome for us. It can even be dangerous for us and for our pooch. It can be from neighbors or from dogs them; excessive barking must be kept at bay.


Intruders can also hurt our pets. A dog may bark to threaten intruders. This is usually a more menacing bark and may be accompanied by growling. Depending upon the situation, you may need to move the dog to a more secure location or quietly reassure him. Otherwise, the intruder might silence your dog for good.  A dog will also bark to warn other dogs or people of danger. The barking generally continues until the source of danger is removed or the dog is taken to safety.

There are times when dead in the night, we are sleeping so comfortably and soundly when our beloved pooch suddenly released that long, hair raising howl followed by an entire night of barking! Our eyes and ears loose its sleepiness and for the rest of the night, we join our pooch wide awake!!

Now this is troublesome for us but its worse for our neighbors. Some people tend to get violent when they disturbed especially at night when they are resting after a long day from work. At first they will air out there complain to us and then when the barking continues, some take matters into their own hands. 


Some neighbors will feed everyday poisoned meat to the dogs they find nuisance. They are losing precious hours of sleep from the dog’s nightly backings, thus when the owners cannot control the dogs themselves, they will. Sometimes they just might go straight to the dog and show extreme violence. 


What about chronic barking? This can pose physical threat if not damage to the dog. Do you know that exercise often stop your dogs chronic barking? Well, barking is sometimes a sign of boredom and frustration. Therefore, you may actually be harming your dog by not exercising him!  That's because a bored dog is far more likely to bark than an active dog. So it's up to you to make the time necessary to keep your dog active and stimulated.

If you want to stop your dogs chronic barking then you should try increasing the amount of exercise that he or she gets every day. This will tire your dog out while also providing much needed stimulation. And both of these factors will work together to reduce or even stop your dogs chronic barking 

Chapter 5

Dealing with Barking Problem


Dog barking has several explanations. Yes, it's not threatening and can certainly be useful. But too loud, too often is annoying. Left as it is, barking leads to some problems. The most common problem would come from neighbors complaining.

Whenever I have problems with my dogs, I usually surf the library, the internet and my vet. Nothing beats knowing what the problem is. We cannot find solutions to our problems if we don’t have enough knowledge on the matter. 

I have come across an advice and this holds true. Advice sharing is the best! The key to controlling any problem is understanding, what could trigger the behavior and how to deal with it. This holds true to any problems and thus could be used to deal with the dog barking. Below are helpful ways to deal with your dog's barking problem:

· Have your dog eat at regular intervals. When they’re thirsty, dogs will respond to nature by barking for water. Dogs produce a different kind of howl, bark or growl when they want food. Feeding them at regular intervals would let them know when to expect they will get fed.

· Be certain your dog gets enough daily exercise.  Dogs have energy reserves; they must use it up daily. If not, they get jumpy. Whether it’s rain or shine on any given day, let your dog have enough exercise – no exceptions. When the sun is out, just be imaginative with indoor exercises.

· Bring home a toy or a second dog to keep your little friend entertained. Dogs suffer separation anxiety if left by themselves for a long time. Keeping him amused or with company effectively de-stresses the dog and keeps him calm. If you’re entertaining a guest with their dog along, don’t let yours see this. Stay out of earshot when you’re into something interesting. Dogs like to take part in activities and would bark for it.

· It’s important for your dog to know when barking is appropriate and when it isn’t. One of the first commands you should teach your dog to obey is, “Quiet.”. Dogs can be fiercely territorial. They bark at anything unusual. Being warned to strange things or people around your house is a good thing. However, you’d like your dog to just stay and watch delivery people, joggers and the usual passers-by quietly. Teach your dog to discern strangers and bark only at them. But the most important of all is to have your dog learn to cease barking on a single command.

Chapter 6 

Controlling ARF-ARF-ARF!!


When I was having problems in control my dog’s barking, I immediately went to my laptop and sent a blast message to all of my friends. As expected they all sent me their advices and I had to go through all of the messages and select the best.  Here below are the best advices given to me.
· If we want to control barking, we need a dog that can obey us and relax. The dog needs to look to her owner for behavior clues. If we can call her, have her lie down (dogs do not bark as much when lying down) and stay, we are well on the way to solving a nuisance barking problem. In addition, there are some common principles we can use in modifying barking behavior.

· First, in most cases shouting "No" is only going to make matters worse since the dog is thinking you are barking too (and is probably happy you joined in).

· Be consistent. Pick a one-word command e.g., "Enough" for the behavior you want and always use that word in the same tone of voice. Everyone in the household must use the same command and act identically.

· Be patient with your dog and yourself. Changing behavior takes a lot of time, and you need to take it slowly, one step at a time. If you become angry at your dog, the chance to correctly modify the behavior will be gone.

· Reward the dog for good behavior. Positive reinforcement is much more powerful than punishment. Physical punishment will do nothing but make your dog fearful of you and break down the bond you wish to have with her. Often, picking a very special treat like small pieces of cooked chicken or hot dog will make the reward seem even better. As time goes on, you will not give a treat every time, sometimes just rewarding with a "Good Dog" and a pat on the dog's chest.

· Do not hug your dog, talk soothingly, or otherwise play into your dog's barking. Your dog may then believe there really was something of which to be alarmed, afraid, or anxious. This reinforces her behavior and she will likely bark even more the next time.

· Control the situation. As much as possible, set up situations to use as training. Practice in short, frequent sessions, generally 5-10 minutes each.

· Do not be afraid to ask an expert. Animal trainers, behaviorists, and your veterinarian can give you valuable advice. Having them witness your dog's barking episodes may give them valuable clues on helping you solve the barking problem.
Chapter 7

Curious bout common barking reasons?


The key to knowing what to do with our dog’s baring is to know why they do so in the first place. Here are some of the common reasons why they bark. 
· Trained to Bark- Certain dogs are trained to bark while doing their jobs. Most common are the guard dogs.
· Territorial Protection- when one comes near their territory, the dogs bark to show that you are intruding. 
· Startle barking - occurs in response to an unfamiliar or sudden sound or movement. As with an alert/warning bark, we need to be able to control this type of barking quickly. 

· Separation Anxiety – this occurs when you get separated from your dog or when you leave them to strangers for sometime.
· Self-identification barking - is what you may be hearing when your dog seems to be answering other dogs he hears barking in the neighborhood. It is his way of saying, "I am over here." 

· Play/excitement barks are often short and sharp. These barks are common if the dog gets too excited with the game. Often a time-out is in order. 

· Play or Excitement- 
· Lonely/anxious barking occurs if your dog is experiencing separation anxiety. The barking can become self-reinforcing as he becomes more stimulated and anxious. Anxious barks tend to get higher in pitch as the dog becomes more upset. This type of barking can be especially annoying to your neighbors. 

· Lack of Exercise- your dog may need some time to stretch those muscles and give them time to play
· Improper Confinement-  when their muscles due to small confinements in crates or cages, they bark or whimper
· Environmental Reasons- unfamiliar movements, people, or sounds cause dogs to bark as they may see it as a threat or fear it.
· Boredom, Frustration, Loneliness- dogs too feel lonely and when they do, they bark and howl.
· Bored barkers simply need an outlet for their energy and a more stimulating environment. 

· Alert/warning barks are the type of barks some owners encourage. They want their dog to alert them to the presence of a danger or suspicious stranger. Warning barks tend to become more rapid as the intruder approaches. Aggressive barks are low in pitch and may be combined with growls. We need to be able to distinguish warning barks from barks due to fear. 

· A Returning Family Member 
Chapter 8
There are still reasons left?


There were still some catchy advices sent to the mail and here are some of the clippings that were sent to me. It would be a shame to keep the shared articles to myself.

"I need to relieve myself please." 

If this is the case, do not allow your dog's barking to be its way of alerting you. You can try using a clicker to teach him a "Hush" command and then teach him an alternate alert signal such as pawing at the door. Every time he barks to go out, hush him, ask him if he has to "Go Potty" and then paw at the door with your hand. Repeat this process every time he barks to go out. Praise and treat every time he follows your lead. 

"I think I hear my friend, Fido, calling me."
Sometimes you'll find dogs barking to each other. This doesn't happen very often unless you have a dog next door that won't shut up. You can try to distract him by playing with him or starting a game of fetch but this won't solve the problem. Teaching him the "hush" command is the best way to eliminate this behavior.

"I heard a loud noise and I don't know what it is."
If you know that the noise does not pose a threat, stop the dog barking by playing with him or starting a game of fetch. 

"I'm thirsty."
Try teaching him the "Hush" command by using a clicker, and then when he has quieted down, fill his bowl with water. You can teach him to paw at his bowl by tapping on his bowl when he's alerting you to fill his bowl. He will pick up on this after a while. 

"Don't you dare come near my food while I'm eating?" 
Do not allow him to respond this way whenever someone walks by him while he's eating. Next time its time to feed, place the bowl on your lap and feed him one morsel at a time. Do not allow him to reach the bowl. Show him that you are in control of his food. Do it until your pet gets accustomed to having someone touch his food. Have different members of the household try it as well. This will help desensitize him and show him he can trust you. If you have an overly-aggressive dog, then I would not recommend this.

Chapter 9

Camp barking

The previous two chapters discussed the reasons why dogs bark. That would have given you the idea as to the approach to take as to how to make your life, especially your nights stress free and bark free. Once you determine the cause of your dog's excessive barking, you can begin to control the behavior. Below are the things to do as agreed by most pet owners and handlers alike regarding barking and resolving it- 

· After getting your dog's attention, practice basic commands, like sit and down in order to shift her focus. 

· Avoid leaving a lonely dog alone for long periods of time if possible. 

· Avoid punishments like shock collars. They are not only painful and unkind - many dogs will learn to test them and eventually work around them. 

· Consult your veterinarian and/or trainer if you continue to face barking issues despite your best efforts. 

· Do not encourage your dog to bark at sounds, such as pedestrians or dogs passing by your home, birds outside the window, children playing in the street and car doors slamming, by saying “Who’s there?” or getting up and looking out the windows.

· DO NOT let your dog bark constantly outside, regardless of the reason. You can hardly train her to stop barking by yelling at her across the yard. Plus, it is one of the fastest ways to turn neighbors into enemies and send an invitation to your local police. 

· Do not punish your dog for barking at certain sounds, like car doors slamming and kids playing in the street, but then encourage him to bark at other sounds, like people at the door. You must be consistent!

· Make sure your dog gets plenty of exercise so there is not as much pent-up energy to burn by barking. 

· Never comfort, pet, hug or feed your dog when she is barking for attention or out of anxiety - that would be rewarding the behavior, thus encouraging it. 

· Never tie your dog’s muzzle closed with rope, cord, rubber bands or anything else. Doing this is dangerous, painful and inhumane.

· Never use a muzzle or Husher to keep your dog quiet for long periods of time or when you’re not actively supervising him. Dogs can’t eat, drink or pant to cool themselves while wearing muzzles, so making your dog wear one for long periods of time would be inhumane.

· Shouting at your dog to stop barking does not help. It may actually cause her to bark even more. 

· Train your dog to Speak and Be Quiet. 

· Try to get her attention with a clap or whistle. Once she is quiet, redirect her attention to something productive and rewarding - like a toy or treat. 

· Unless a Certified Applied Animal Behaviorist or veterinary behaviorist advises you to do otherwise, never use punishment procedures if your dog is barking out of fear or anxiety. This could make him feel worse and, as a result, its barking might increase.

Chapter 10
Training a Dog yourself the easy way

Now that we already are equipped with the knowledge bout barking and their types, here are some easy steps in training our dog not to bark. They are simple and need not be professionals to be able to pull it off. All you need is PATIENCE. 
1. Reward Silence - When your dog is barking, distracts it and wait for it to quiet down. Once it is quiet, provide a reward.

2. Don't Let Him Greet Visitors - His excitement about visitors, delivery guys and other guests is largely due to their importance to him. If he routinely gets to greet people at the door then their visits matter. Deny him access to the doorway and ask your guests to ignore him when they arrive. Removing the importance visitors have for him can help reduce his eagerness to bark.

3. Provide More Exercise - A properly exercised dog is easier to train and also more relaxed. This helps solve barking issues. An exercised dog naps; an unexercised dog looks for something to do.

4. Deny Access to Barking Stations - If he has barking stations (by a window or door or the fence outside) deny him access. Managing the environment prevents him from seeing things that trigger his barking - such as dogs, animals or people.

5. Ignore Attention Seeking Barking
If he barks to get your attention and you respond, you've lost. If you are his focus when he's barking, ignore him. He'll move on to another strategy soon enough.

6. Provide Him with Something to Do
Dogs were originally bred for specific purposes. Without their jobs, they become bored and a bored dog is more likely to bark. Provide him with interactive toys for entertainment.

7. Use Training Tools
Make things easy on yourself by using training products. These provide quick results without harming your dog. Use dog crates, as it makes it easy to manage their environment. Crates solve a lot of training problems, including barking, chewing, digging, and more.

8. Teach Him Speak and Be Quiet 
Teach him to speak and hush on command. Once he grasps these you'll be able to communicate with him when he begins barking too much. Then simply reward him for following your "Be Quiet" instruction.
Chapter 11

What about a watch dog?


It is common knowledge that watchdogs are the ones that bark the most as their primary duty is keeping us alert of the intruders that may be lurking outside our homes. They are the ones that signal us of any suspicious activity outside our home. They could pretty much at anything or anyone that is outside or anyone they have just met. This may be good but it’s not the best one if this happens on a regular basis. 

Any breed, large or small, can be trained as a watchdog dog. As they mature, dogs naturally develop the ability to bark moderately to signal the arrival of a visitor. The ideal watchdog does not bark too loudly or insistently and, generally speaking, does not bite or attack. Puppies usually start barking between the ages of four and six months. If the owner fails to immediately correct the problem or encourages the barking, the dog will bark too much and guard his environment more aggressively.

Now if the watch dog just barks at anything or anyone, then it is not a watchdog anymore as it could no longer identify threat from not. But if they sound the alarm or bark on cases that are potentially harmful or dangerous, then you have landed yourself a very prized watchdog. 

But do not mistake a watchdog from a guard dog. Most would agree that a watch dog watches the home and alerts others to the intruder by barking. Typically, the watchdogs are smaller, more excitable but will bark vigorously when they will feel the presence of intruders or anything they feel is out of the ordinary. Almost all dogs could be watch dogs. 
A minor note on guard dogs so as not to be confused about them. Guard dogs are not the same as watch dogs, and if not properly socialized and trained, can be a far cry from the average family-loving pet. They are strong, large and imposing; their natural protective traits are honed to protect property or people. 
If provoked, some of these dogs have the ability to cause serious damage by attacking. Most others will do what they can to protect their family and possessions but do not typically attack.

            Despite their natural protective instincts, these dogs can be gentle and loving family members, if socialized and trained early in life.

Chapter 12

Dog vs. the neighbors

When your neighbors have a barking dog that they can't control, you may contact local authorities such as the police or the local Animal Control. Depending on your location, there are laws which make it so people may not legally have loud barking dogs after a certain time of day. Before you contact local authorities, try to encourage your neighbors to get their dog not to bark. If the noise continues, the law may either take the dogs away, or fine the dog owners until they find an answer to the problem. If your locality permits it, you could sign a neighborhood petition to not allow their dog to be outside during certain parts of the night.


If a dog is constantly barking in your street and is causing a nuisance, there are laws to address this issue. However, few people take pleasure in upsetting their neighbors wherever possible and most would wish to take a ‘diplomatic’ approach to the problem first without resorting to legal action. 

The ways in which you could try to get a resolution to the problem might vary. It could all depend, on how you feel about directly confronting a neighbor, by knocking on their door and speaking to them about your problem. Others might feel that the neighbor in question might not be reasonable and that they could be hostile towards them. If you choose to speak directly to your neighbor, the best way to go about it would be to go round and see them and say that you’re just checking that everything is OK. 


But what happens if it’s your dog that is the problem? How do you deal with the others? Perhaps what you will do is to put yourself in the situation of your neighbors. Do not wait for your neighbors to come and visit your house, complaining about your dog. This is not a good sign and might cause a rift between you and your neighbors. Make sure that this won’t happen.

As quoted by a professional on the field, “A dog that barks appropriately saves you from trouble. Firstly, you won’t have police knocking on your door, responding to neighbor complaints. Secondly, if your dog knows how to effectively use barking to communicate, you’d know danger even before you see it. Also if your dog is known to bark appropriately, neighbors would know when to check in on you. In rare but very possible cases, like when you’ve fallen terribly ill or unconscious; your dog’s bark can attract help.”

Chapter 13

Uh Oh! Puppies!


We all love that feeling of having puppies into our home. They are cute and cuddly and almost everyday make us smile. And yet when night time comes, this is no longer the situation. They become too noisy and their barking keeps us up all night. So, according to the Veterinary Services Department, Drs. Foster & Smith, Inc., they share this clip for everyone.
“Teaching your puppy appropriate behavior from the beginning is easier than changing behavior that has become a bad habit. Some behavior we may think of as cute in a puppy will not be cute in an adult dog. So, think ahead to avoid potential problems…
The first few nights after bringing your puppy home will be the hardest. You may want to put his crate in your bedroom. The puppy will be more secure with you near. Security builds trust. Trust will decrease the possibility of separation anxiety in the future. Just remember not to give any attention to the puppy if he is whining – that will only reward his undesirable behavior. 

By starting to train your puppy in obedience and relaxation at an early age, you can greatly reduce the probability your puppy will grow into a problem barker. Nip problems in the bud and always look at why the puppy is barking. Is it fear, anxiety, attention-seeking? Use the appropriate measures to treat the underlying problem. 

Remember that if for some reason you want your dog to bark on command, or in a certain situation, you must also be able to teach him to stop on command. Teach "Enough" at an early age. This was described under "Alert/warning Barkers". 

Introduce the young puppy to situations that may cause anxiety later on. Get your puppy used to walking on the sidewalk along a busy street. Expose your puppy to sounds like vacuum cleaners, hair dryers, and other noises. Take things slow so your puppy does not become anxious while being exposed to these new things. Reward the puppy when he is quiet and relaxed. 

Puppy classes are a great place for your puppy to meet new people and other dogs. He can learn to obey you even when there are numerous distractions. You also have a trainer present who can help you with any potential problems. 

In short, it will be a lot more fun for everybody if your puppy learns to communicate through a wag of the tail and looking to you for guidance rather than through excessive and relentless barking.”

Chapter 14

I could only tolerate so much


We all have out limits. Thus when our dogs have been barking like 24/7, its time that we do something about it. A dog that continually barks for no apparent reason can become a bit of a nuisance, both to you and to your neighbors. So training your a dog not to bark, should be a part of your overall dog behavior training. Any random or nuisance barking should be stopped as soon as possible, preferably when the dog is still young, as it will become harder the older the dog gets.

So how do I do this? One of the answers or solutions lies on the patience and determination of the dog owners. The moment we decide to become dog owners, we accept the responsibilities that with being an owner. Caring for a dog is like taking care of a child. Each day, we painstakingly teach the dog what are the behavior of a good dog.

As much as we like to hit them at time out of anger, we must not do this. The more we hit our dogs, the more they will bark out of fear. Likewise, the use of shock collars will only do more harm than good to them. They could easily be traumatized. Try not to shout or yell at them as they too could feel the emotions that you feel.


When we react every single time they bark, they might think that we enjoy what they are doing thus, continue barking. Know the proper time to react to their barks and to the actions. One reason could be they are jealous. When you bring anew puppy home, they feel they are no longer wanted and will do anything to get your attention. And when this happens, try to make them feel that they are still loved. 

Discipline is the key to having a good dog. But violence is not the answer when it comes to discipline that we are trying to get. A dog is part of your family and should be shown the love and respect that it deserves. By training a dog not to bark at the wrong times, as part of a dog behavior training program, you are helping it and yourself to a more fulfilling and rewarding relationship that will last for years to come. (And you will probably get on with your neighbors a lot better as well. 

Chapter 15

Me and my dog

Daniel Waser couldn’t have put it any better. As an expert and dog lover, he shared with us insights on how we could train our dogs.

Training a dog can be done relatively easily, despite what some people believe. You simply have to keep a few training tips in mind. You must teach the dog that you are in charge, and not him. You must also use a tone that exudes superiority and confidence. Lastly, you absolutely must be consistent in your training methods. Learn to master these three tips and your dog will learn whatever you want to teach him. 

         You’re in charge. Even when you see your dog’s adorable face, you must keep in mind that you are the one giving commands and your dog must obey your commands. If you’re too soft with your dog and let him be in charge, your rug, shoes and many other belongings will likely suffer. That’s not mentioning the other people who will be affected by your dog’s lack of good manners. Set boundaries and let your dog know what is and isn’t appropriate. Use appropriate tone of voice and gestures like pointing. 

           Be strict. You know the expression "give an inch and take a mile"? That’s exactly what will happen to your dog if you are not consistently strict. Dogs can sense if you are being strict by your tone of voice. Be strict and use appropriate tone when you order him to stay in the yard. If you want to go out for a walk, you don’t have to use the same tone. Be enthusiastic instead. If your dog starts running away, be strict again and he’ll understand who’s in charge. 

          Be consistent. You must maintain a certain consistency in intonations, gestures and words when dealing with your dog, otherwise, the dog will get confused. Always use the same commands and always act the same way when he does something that is unacceptable. By being consistent, your dog will become better trained, which will improve your confidence in your training skills. The more confident you are, the better trained your dog will be! You can also establish consistency in your actions by always using the same door to take the dog out or by always using the same nighttime routine. 

         By being in charge, strict and consistent, you can better train your dog and better predict his behavior. Don’t forget to show your love and affection for your dog as well! Treat your training sessions as games and reward him for his good actions.

Chapter 16

Be in touch with your pooch


We have to learn how to listen to our dogs. One of the reasons why they bark could be that we do not pay enough attention to their needs and emotions. Dr. Mayra Alfonso, an expert on the dogs, gives this advice.
“Fundamentally, dog behavior training is basically about communicating with the pet. From a human perspective, the trainer is the one who communicates to the puppy which conducts are desirable and which ones are not positive, as well as circumstantial conducts and when to do what. From the dog's perspective, the trainer must in addition understand what things inspire the puppy to help reach unsurpassed results. 

Applying extremely consistent hand signals as well as verbal commands would enable your dog to comprehend them more quickly. It is additionally important to note that the prize of the dog is not similar as the reward marker. The reward marker is a dog hand signal that allows the pup understands that he has earned a prize. 

A prize can be a treat, a dog toy or anything else that a pet will find pleasing. If you neglect to prize the dog after doing the reward hand signal then the significance of the reward gets smaller thus making the dog training harder.

Using classical conditioning you can also teach your flurry friend the punishment marker in conjunction with the punishment itself. But recall that dogs cannot generalize commands very freely. A hand signal which might be effective in the house might cause confusion for them the minute you do it out of the house. So the dog command would need to be instructed further in every unfamiliar occasion. Frequently called "cross-contextualization" it means that a dog has to apply what's he's learned in one meaning to the others.


As for punishment the trainer have to take into consideration what's applicable to the pet's identity, experience, age as well as their mental and physical conditions. A firm "no" works on many pups but there are those that demonstrate signs of apprehension or terror towards tough verbal corrections. Negative reinforcement should also only be applied if the unacceptable puppy behavior is something that can be rapidly corrected, and the punishment should never entail physical punishment. Dog behavior training should be fun for you and your pet.”
Chapter 17

The Justice System 


Some places may have no rules against dog’s excessive barking. But in most countries there are laws against pet owners whose dogs are a nuisance. That is why some owners are careful enough to avoid being given court orders against their dogs.
Check Local Laws. Before you go to court and present your case, try to find if there are laws about barking dogs to help bolster your argument. Dog barking is a nuisance law in most places but what is in those laws varies from place to place. For instance, some communities might have laws that say if a dog barks more than 10 minutes, it's considered a nuisance and against the law. Once you know the laws, figure out who might be able to help you with those laws. For example, some cities have specific programs to deal with barking complaints and issue a standard letter to offenders. 

In the lawsuit, you must show the barking is a nuisance and that you have been damaged. Before proceeding, some issues you must address are:

- How does the barking interfere with your reasonable use or enjoyment of your property?
 -Would the average person in your position be affected by the barking in a similar way?
 -Is the barking more or less tolerable if someone was to take into account the surrounding neighborhood in where you live?  In what ways have you suffered damages because of the barking?
- Do you have a measurable or tangible way of showing your damages?
- Will you be able to show the damages were caused by the barking and not by other plausible factors?

If this doesn’t work then, try mediation. Mediation is an informal voluntary process in which parties try to solve their conflicts with the help of trained mediators. Mediation may be used before or after filing a lawsuit. The mediation process is designed to allow the parties to come up with their own solution without a judgment or decision imposed by the mediators.  If an agreement is reached between the parties during mediation, the agreement will be put in the form of an enforceable contract and signed by both parties.

Either way, it is best to do our part that our dogs will not become a nuisance to the community to avoid further problems and future legal actions.
Conclusion 

While excessive dog barking is extremely frustrating to control and nuisance behavior of dogs holds true, we hold the key to controlling it. Responsible pet owners know what to do with their dogs’ behavior. They always know that calm and peaceful neighborhood come from friendly and peaceful neighbors as well as dogs.  
Love for dogs and being responsible are two different things. We need to have both. As responsible pet owners, we train our dogs to be well behaved in a loving and positive manner. It is very advisable that owners must have well behaved if not well trained dogs. Such dogs are the delight to the society. But of course just because they are well trained it doesn’t mean they are no longer playful.

It is always emphasized that patience with our dogs is the key. One must take time reading as much information as one can on the topic. Dog barking has a long list of reasons as to why it happens. Try to keep a keen eye as to how your dogs are behaving. 
Remember never try to hide or ignore your dog’s excessive barking. The more we try to ignore the situation, the worse it will be. Never cover their barking problems. The longer it is done, the worse your dog’s barking will be. If you don’t have the time to train them, always ask help from trainers and handlers. They are the expert on the field and will even praise your decision in asking for their help rather than covering the problem.
It is pretty much assuring that the above chapters has equipped you with the knowledge as to how to deal with your dog’s barking. The most important thing is that you now know the different reasons for barking. By going through each reason and trying to relate them with your dog, is one step closer to solving that problem. 
Likewise, we do not want to see ourselves in the middle of misunderstanding among neighbors. The worse that could happen… Cops on our doorstep with that warrant against us and our dogs! We don’t want to see ourselves in court and our poor pooch in an uncomfortable place, away from the comfort of ourselves and our house. One legal complaint is very serious and could greatly affect the harmonious relationship with others.
This is just a primer, if not, the answer to the dog barking problem. But it is still best if as pet owners we undergo an education process concerning dogs. The well equipped we are with knowledge, the less problem we’ll have in training and having a well behaved and very lovable dog.
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